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 Gave four station tours to children and their parents 

 

 Taught Fire Safety to a local boy scout troop 

 

 Mentored and trained two paramedic students, as well as three EMT students 

 

 Continued Medical Education and Advanced Cardiac Life Support training 

 

 Provided Rapid Intervention Team training  

 

 Participated in the natural gas training in Magna 

 

 Attended Incident Command System training  
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SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERIES 
Change your Clock, Change your Smoke Detector Batteries! 
With the passing of Daylight Saving Time, now is a good time to remember to change your batteries in your 
smoke detectors.   

 

Why should my home have smoke detector? 
In the event of a fire, a smoke detector can save your life and those of your loved ones. They are the single most 
important means of preventing house and apartment fire fatalities by providing an early warning signal, so you 
and your family can escape. Smoke detectors are one of the best safety features you can buy and install to 
protect yourself, your family and your home. 

 

It is an unfortunate misconception that people will awaken at the sound or smell of a fire. This is sadly untrue. 
Oxygen deprived environments, gasses from smoke and burning items affect our ability to react “normally” even if 
we are light sleepers. Smoke detectors detect smoke in the early stages, giving you and your family the early 
warning you'll need to get out safely. 

 

When should I replace my smoke alarms? 
Federal officials estimate that up to 85 percent of all dwellings in the United States have smoke detectors, but 
that as many as a third of them may not work. It is important to note that smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors DO expire and need to be replaced.  Refer to the manufacture recommendation on expiration dates. 
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SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERIES 
How do I keep my smoke detectors working? 
Smoke detectors are very easy to take care of. There are two steps to remember: 
Simply replace the batteries twice a year. We always recommend this occur at the same time you change your 
clocks for daylight saving time. Meanwhile, if your smoke detector starts making a "chirping" noise, replace the 
batteries right away. Also, keep your smoke detectors clean—dust and debris can interfere with their operation, so 
vacuum over and around your smoke detectors regularly. Smoke detector “maintenance” should become a regular 
maintenance item in your household such as regularly cleaning lint from your dryer.  

 

How often should I check my smoke alarm? 
Fire officials and smoke detectors manufacturers recommend that smoke alarms be checked monthly, changing 
the batteries twice a year. 

 

Anything else I should know? 
Some smoke detectors are considered to be "hard wired." This means they are connected to the household 
electrical system and may or may not have a battery back-up. It is still important to test these smoke detectors 
monthly.    

 

This is also a good time to check your carbon monoxide detectors as well.    
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For further questions or comments please  

contact Assistant Chief Mike Watson 

mwatson@ufa-slco.org 
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